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ENCLOSED MOTOR VEHICLE 
IN PARTICULAR A VAN, A STATION WAGON, OR AN SUV 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to an enclosed motor vehicle in 
particular a van, a station wagon, or SUV with a roof, which 
extends to the rear end of the vehicle with an upright loading 
opening and a roof area at the rear end of the vehicle in the 
5 form of a lid which can be pivoted upwardly with respect to 
the plane of the roof about a transverse pivot axis. 

An enclosed vehicle of this type on the basis of a pas- 
senger car in the form of a small delivery van is known which 
has a roof which extends up to the rear end of the vehicle and 
10 which has a rear loading opening which extends into the roof. 
The cover for the loading opening comprises two parts.- The 
lower vertical part is formed by a door, which is hinged at 
one side. The upper part comprises a section of the roof 
which is supported pivotally about a transverse axis so that 
15 it can be pivoted upwardly to an open position in which access 
to the loading area is improved over the full height of the 
opening. 

Such an arrangement of a closed vehicle improves the ac- 
cess to the loading area and is therefore advantageous under 
20 certain circumstances, but it does not provide for a substan- 
tially increased utilization of the loading area. 

DE 320 4 9 Al discloses a station wagon wherein a rear 
roof section is movable forwardly or can be removed altogether 
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in order to open a rear roof section. A rear flap door is 
pivotally supported at the top rear end of the vehicle body by 
way of two arms. The arms also serve as side frame members 
for the rear window which can be lowered so that, with the 
5 roof section moved forwardly or removed, a large loading open- 
ing is provided for the transport of bulky goods. 

EP 0 850 792 Bl discloses an enclosed vehicle with a roof 
area formed by several roof parts which, for the transfer to 
an upright storage position within the vehicle, are first all 

10 tilted upwardly into a vertical position and are then combined 
as a packet lowered by means of a carrier of a guide mechanism 
into the vehicle interior. 

DE 196 31 213 CI discloses a vehicle with a stationary 
rear roof part and a slidably and pivotally supported front 

15 roof part which is movable to the rear over the rear roof 
part. A rear end lid of the vehicle body is pivotally sup- 
ported by pivot arms so that it can be pivoted upwardly over 
the rearwardly moved front roof part. Then, the stationary 
rear roof part, the front roof part and the rear end lid are 

20 disposed on top of one another oriented in the plane of the 
roof. 

DE 199 43 716 C2 finally discloses a passenger car with 
an essentially vertical back-end including rear end and rear 
roof cover areas which can be opened and which, in the closed 

25 position abut each other so as to form an enclosed interior 
space. The rear roof cover is supported so as to be pivotable 
about the front edge thereof into a vertical open position 
within the vehicle interior. The rear end cover is a door in- 
cluding a window in the upper part thereof. For opening, the 

30 window can be lowered into the lower part of the door. When 
closed, the window engages directly the rear roof part. 
Therefore, with the window and also the rear roof part open, 
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the interior vehicle space is open toward the rear and the top 
and a vehicle configuration similar to a pickup vehicle is 
generated. 

It is the object of the present invention to provide a 
5 closed vehicle with increased utilization capabilities, that 
is, a vehicle, which can serve as a passenger car, as a van or 
a combination with a high experience value for the occupants. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 In a motor vehicle with an upright rear end such as a 

station wagon, a van or an SUV, having a rear loading space 
with a roof extending over the rear loading space to the up- 
right rear end of the vehicle and a loading opening at the 
rear end extending from the vehicle floor up to the vehicle 

15 roof, the roof includes a rear roof part with a pivotal sup- 
port at the front end thereof so that it can be tilted up- 
wardly about a stationary pivot axis to facilitate access to 
the loading space and a drive mechanism is provided for oper- 
ating the rear roof part including releasable coupling means 

20 permitting uncoupling of the rear roof part from the pivotal 
support for transferring the rear roof part into an upright 
position in the interior of the vehicle. 

Expediently, the stationary pivot axis of the rear roof 
part is arranged in the front area of the rear roof part. 

25 Preferably, the rear roof part pivot shaft as well as its op- 
erating mechanism is arranged symmetrically with the opposite 
longitudinal side walls of the vehicle. 

The rear roof part is expediently connected to the sta- 
tionary pivot shaft by way of a coupling mechanism, which in- 

30 eludes a coupling receiver which, following a loading position 
of the rear roof part, unblocks its pivot path to the open po- 
sition. The coupling receiver is expediently associated with 
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the rear roof part such that the pivot movement of the rear 
roof part can be guided with simple means and by a simple and 
stable structure- In this connection, it is particularly ex- 
pedient if the coupling opening forms a sliding guide struc- 
5 ture extending with respect to the stationary pivot axis in 
the longitudinal direction of the rear roof part, so that the 
movement of the rear roof part during the change over between 
the loading position and the open position can be utilized for 
the uncoupling. 

10 The operating mechanism for the rear roof part comprises 

a four-link operating structure as well as a linkage drive by 
way of which the rear roof part can be moved between, the 
closed position and the loading position whereas the movement 
from the loading position to the open position occurs by way 

15 of the four-link operating mechanism. 

With regard to the arrangement of the four-link operating 
mechanism, it has been found to be expedient if the connecting 
points thereof to the roof are established by means of a cou- 
pling element which preferably remains stationary during the 

20 change-over between the closed and the loading positions and 
forms in the loading position a strap which limits the opening 
angle of the roof. 

In a particular embodiment according to the invention, 
the rear roof part of a vehicle roof that can be opened may be 

25 arranged in the open position in such a way that it forms the 
front end wall of the loading space just behind the vehicle 
seats. Then, in the open position of the rear roof part, the 
loading space is upwardly open and unlimited and, at occasion, 
usable even over the top of the passenger compartment of the 

30 vehicle. 

Particularly with regard to the multi-functional configu- 
ration possibilities, it is expedient if not only the rear 
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roof part, but also the front roof part can be opened that is 
if the front roof part can be moved longitudinally over the 
rear roof part. In this way, the front roof part can be moved 
into different opening positions independently of the' rear 
5 roof part for example into an upwardly tilted vent position 
or, like a sliding roof over the rear roof part in order to 
provide for a configuration in which the passenger compartment 
is open. It is particularly advantageous in this connection 
if the front roof part is insertable into the rear roof part 

10 so that the front roof part and the rear roof part form a con- 
struction unit which can be further moved in unison whereby, 
with the rear roof part in the open position, the whole roof 
of the vehicle is open. 

With respect to the open position of the roof in which 

15 the rear roof part and possibly the front roof part contained 
in the rear roof part are lowered into the vehicle interior, 
it is expedient if the rear roof part is in its closed posi- 
tion disposed about above the rear vehicle axle. Then the 
whole vehicle with is available for receiving the rear roof 

20 part in its open position and also the full interior height is 
available so that the possibilities for accommodating the roof 
are increased. For example, the vehicle interior can be fur- 
ther opened beyond the roof opening by lowering also, the top 
frame member of the rear window. The top frame member of the 

25 rear window can be part of a door which is pivotally mounted 
at one side thereof, it can be a flap which is pivotable about 
a pivot axis disposed near the vehicle floor or a hatch which 
can be pivoted upwardly. 

Further details and features of the invention will become 

30 more readily apparent from the following descriptions of sche- 
matically shown embodiment with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 shows schematically a passenger car in a side 
view, with the front part cut off, including a roof extending 
5 rearwardly to an upright rear end, the roof comprising a front 
and a rear roof part. 

Fig. 2 is a representation corresponding to that of Fig. 
1 wherein the front part of the roof is open and disposed on 
top of the rear roof part, 
10 Fig. 3 is another representation corresponding to Fig. 1, 

wherein the roof is shown in a loading position in which the 
front roof is inserted into the rear roof part as shown in 
Fig. 2, and then tilted upwardly, 

Figs. 4 to 6 show the roof in various positions during 
15 its movement from the loading position as shown in Fig. 3 to 
the fully open position as shown in Fig. 6, and 

Figs. 7 to 10 show schematically the support and operat- 
ing mechanism including the four-link structure and the drive 
arrangement which are connected to the rear roof part, wherein 
20 Fig. 7 shows the mechanism in the closed position of the rear 
roof part. Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 
VIII-VIII of Fig. 7, Fig. 9 shows the mechanism for the rear 
roof part being in the loading position and Fig. 10 shows the 
mechanism in the rear roof part out of its way to the storage 
25 position. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
The steep-back vehicle 1 shown in the figures has a flat 
roof 4 extending from the windshield 3 to the upright or steep 
30 rear end 2 of the vehicle as it is common for passenger cars 
in van, station wagon, or SUV configuration. However, other 
than in the design " solutions presently available, the roof 4 
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can be opened and consists of a front roof part 5 and a rear 
roof part 6 so that, in the embodiment shown, the roof can be 
opened practically over its full length. The invention con- 
siders also variants wherein only the rear roof part can be 
5 opened or an arrangement wherein an intermediate stationary 
(roll-over) frame member remains in the transition area be- 
tween the front and rear roof parts 5, 6 when the roof is 
opened. The front roof part 5 may then be disposed on top of 
the stationary intermediate roof part or the rear roof part 6 

10 when in its open position. 

The embodiment shown in the figures includes two essen- 
tially flat roof parts 5 and 6, of which the rear roof part 6 
extends backwardly to the upright rear end 2 of the vehicle 
and preferably over the rear closure or door. 

15 The roof parts 5 and 6, which can be opened, are arranged 

preferably between body parts forming a roof frame 44 as indi- 
cated in Figs. 1 to 6 for the front roof part 5 by the frame 
section 7, which, analogous to sliding arrangements, includes 
guide structures and, if applicable, tilting mechanisms for 

20 raising the front roof, part- 5 into a tilted vent position or 
•for moving it toward and over the rear roof part 6. Prefera- 
bly the front roof part 5 can be inserted into the rear roof 
part 6 as it is schematically shown for Figs. 2-6. 

As indicated in the embodiment showing the front roof 

25 part 5 received in the open position within the rear roof part 
6, the width of the rear roof part exceeds that of the front 
roof part 5. In the closed position the rear roof part is dis- 
posed between the roof frame members 8, which preferably also 
form the top frame structure for the rear side windows 11, the 

30 windows 9 of the doors 10 and the windshield 3. A rear window 
12 provided on the rear end 2 is designed so as to appear, op- 
tically, as an extension of the rear side windows 11. The 
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rear window is preferably part of a rear door 13, which may be 
hinged at its side or alternatively at the top so that it can 
be pivoted open upwardly to the rear. For reducing the rear- 
ward extension, such a hatch door may also be supported by 
5 support links by which the flap door is moved with its lower 
end toward the rear wheels 14 forwardly below the vehicle 
floor. This however is not shown in the figures nor is it 
shown that the rear window 12 may include a rear transverse 
frame member on which the preferably frame-less rear window 12 

10 abuts when it is closed. As shown, the roof 4 comprises two 
flat roof parts 5 and 6, which are movable relative to the ve- 
hicle body and of which the rear part' 6 forms the transverse 
frame member for the rear window 12 open. The interior vehi- 
cle is open from the windshield 3 all the way to the rear door 

15 3, delimited on the sides by the roof frame member 7 and 8. 

For moving the rear roof part 6, a drive mechanism 15 is 
provided which includes an operating linkage 16 and operating 
levers 17. The drive mechanism 15 is symmetrical with respect 
to the longitudinal center plane of the vehicle 1 and is ar- 

20 ranged along the sides of the vehicle body particularly in the 
area above the rear vehicle wheels 14, It extends particu- 
larly in the area between the side door windows 9 and the side 
windows 11 covered by the vehicle body 18 from the lower vehi- 
cle body pivotal support joints upwardly to the rear roof part 

25 6. The pivot joints of the operating arms 29, 28 and of the 
guide arm 37 of the drive mechanism 15 are stationary support 
joints on the vehicle body and are indicated by the reference 
numerals 19 to 21. 

In the representation, it is assumed that the front roof 

30 part 5 is inserted into the rear roof part 6 before the rear 
roof part is moved from the closed position supported by sup- 
port links by which the flap door is moved with its lower end 
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toward the rear wheels 14 forwardly below the vehicle floor . 
This however is not shown in the figures nor is it shown that 
the rear window 12 may include a rear transverse frame member 
on which the preferably frame-less rear window 12 abuts when 

5 it is closed. As shown the roof 4 comprises two flat roof 
parts 5 and 6 which are movable relative to the vehicle body 
and of which the rear part 6 forms the transverse frame member 
for the rear window 12 so that, with the roof open and also 
the rear window 12 open, the interior of vehicle is open from 

10 the windshield 3 all the way to the rear door 3, delimited on 
the sides by the roof frame member 7 and 8. 

For moving the rear roof part 6, a drive mechanism 15 is 
provided which includes an operating linkage 16 and operating 
levers 17. The drive mechanism 15 is symmetrical with respect 

15 to the longitudinal center plane of the vehicle 1 and is ar- 
ranged along the sides of the vehicle body particularly in the 
area above the rear vehicle wheels 14. It extends particularly 
between the side door windows 9 and the side windows 11, which 
are covered by the vehicle body 18, from the lower vehicle 

20 body pivotal support joints upwardly to the rear roof part 6. 
The pivot joints of the operating arms 29, 28 and of the guide 
arm 37 of the drive mechanism 15 are stationary support joints 
on the vehicle body and. are indicated by the reference numer- 
als 19 to 21. 

25 In the representation, it is assumed that the front roof 

part 5 is inserted into the rear roof part 6 before the rear 
roof part 6 is moved from the closed position as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2 into the loading position as shown in Fig. 3 or 
into a subsequent open position as shown in Figs. 4-6. How- 

30 ever, it is within the scope of the invention that the rear 
roof part 6 can be pivoted independently of the front roof 
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part 5 that is for example while the front roof part remains 
in its closed position as shown in Fig. 1, 

For the transfer of the rear roof part 6, the figures 
show an arrangement, wherein the rear roof part is transferred 
5 from its level, almost horizontal, closed position to an up- 
right open position (Fig. 6, in which the rear roof part 6 is 
displaced from the rear door 13 of the vehicle, that is, it is 
disposed in the area, or in front of, the rear wheels 14 and, 
in this • way, delimits the loading area toward the vehicle 

10 seats which are not shown. As a result, the rear roof part 6 
may take on, in its open position, the function of a wind pro- 
tector which eliminates undesirable draft for the persons sit- 
ting in front when the rear roof part 5 is open and also the 
function of a delimitation for the interior space of the vehi- 

15 cle which is made usable as loading space - possibly after re- 
moval of the seats which may normally be arranged in this part 
of the vehicle. 

The rear roof part 6 may also be transferred from the 
closed position to the open position wherein the rear roof 

20 part 6 is lowered to a position adjacent the rear end door 13 
of the vehicle, which however is not shown in the drawings. 
In this open position of the rear roof part 6, the vehicle can 
be used with the roof open with additional seats in the rear. 
Also, this arrangement can be provided for by a drive mecha- 

25 nism of a design basically corresponding to the drive mecha- 
nism 15, oriented however in the opposite longitudinal direc- 
tion. In this case, in" the open position, the drive mechanism 
is expediently uncoupled from the rear roof part and the rear 
roof part is locked against the rear end 13 of the vehicle. 

30 In the examples shown, particularly in accordance with 

Fig. 3, the rear roof part 6 is first pivoted open into a 
loading position in which the rear end of the rear roof part 6 
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is tilted upwardly. The rear roof part 6 is pivoted into the 
loading position as shown in Fig. 3 about a stationary support 
shaft 22 which is preferably disposed in the front area of the 
closed rear roof part 6 and extends transverse to the longitu- 
5 dinal vehicle direction. The support shaft is preferably sta- 
tionary with respect to the vehicle body 18, particularly with 
respect to the top frame member 44. The rear roof part 6 is 
supported on, and guided by the support shaft 22 with which it 
is engaged by way of a. receiver 23 until it is lowered to the 

10 fully open position. The pivot movement from the closed posi- 
tion as shown in Fig. 1 to the loading position as shown in 
Fig. 3 is achieved by way of the operating lever 17, which is 
power-actuated. In the loading position, the rear roof part 6 
is only slightly displaced from the roof plane but the access 

15 to the loading area is substantially improved particularly if 
the rear roof part 6 forms at its rear transverse frame member 
the top engagement structure for the rear door 13, or, respec- 
tively, the rear window 12. Then a free passage is provided 
from the floor of the vehicle 1 up to the upwardly tilted rear 

20 roof part 6, which facilitates accessing also objects far back 
in the loading space. 

A further utilization for loading purposes is obtained 
when the rear roof part is lowered into the vehicle interior 
since the roof is then open over the full length of the rear 

25 roof part 6 and then also the adjacent vehicle space can be 
utilized as loading space. Also, objects can be loaded from 
the top. In this way, further possibilities are provided if 
the rear door 13 can be pivoted downwardly so that an extended 
floor area is formed. 

30 The rear roof part 6 can be pivoted by the operating lev- 

ers 17 in opening direction about the stationary support shaft 
22 until it extends almost vertically as shown in Figs. 4 and 
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5 and the receiver 23 can be disengaged from the stationary 
support shaft 22 and linearly moved downwardly away from the 
support shaft 22 so that the rear roof part 6 is no longer 
guided by the support shaft 22. The rear roof part 6 is then 
5 further displaced by the four-link operating mechanism 16. 
The end position of the rear roof part 6 driven by the operat- 
ing linkage 16, that is, the fully open position, is shown in 
Fig. 6. Fig. 5 shows an intermediate position. 

Below the drive mechanism 15 will be described in detail 

10 on the basis of a simplified enlarged representation as pre- 
sented in Figs. 7 to 9, wherein for the parts already men- 
tioned, the same reference numerals are used as earlier. 

Fig. 7 shows the rear roof part 6 in its closed position 
wherein, as shown in the sectional enlarged view of Fig. 8 in 

15 a schematic way: The coupling receiver 23, which is firmly 
connected to the rear roof part 6 is in engagement with the 
support pin 24, which defines the pivot axis 22 and is mounted 
to the roof frame member 8. In the closed position of the 
rear roof part 6, the support pin 24 is co-axial with a bear- 

20 ing pin 25, which is firmly connected to the rear roof part 6 
and defines a pivot axis 45. The bearing pin 25 forms a pivot 
bearing for one end 26 of a coupling lever 27, which is part 
of the operating linkage 16 and is pivotally connected to the 
operating arms 28 and 29 at the connecting joints 30 and 31. 

25 The operating arms 28 and 29 are connected at their opposite 
ends to the vehicle body 18 by the pivot joints 32 and 33. 
With the pivot joints 32, 33 at the vehicle body 18, the oper- 
ating linkage 16 is a four-link operating mechanism. In the 
embodiment shown, the vehicle body support joints 32 and 33 

30 are disposed toward the rear end 2 of the vehicle and spaced 
below the rear roof part 6 when it is in a closed position. 
The coupling lever 27 is connected by way of the bearing pin 


25 to the rear roof part 6 near the front end thereof. The 
coupling lever 27 extends in the closed position of the rear 

roof part 6 between the pivot joints 30 and 31 in a direction, 
which is about the same as the connecting line between the 
5 pivot joints 32 and 33. The straight line extending between 
the connecting points 32 and 33 is inclined upwardly to the 
rear at an angle of about 40° which corresponds about to the 
opening angle of the rear roof part in its loading position 
(see Fig. 3) . 

10 The end 26 of the coupling lever 27 is angled with re- 

spect to a line extending between the connecting points 30 and 
31 backwardly toward the rear end 2 of the vehicle so that the 
. coupling lever 27 has the shape of a boomerang with an opening 
angle of about 135°. With regard to the longitudinal exten- 

15 sion of the rear roof part 6 the connecting points 30 and 31 
and respectively, 32, 33 of the operating arms on about equal 
average distance is provided. 

The operating lever 17 extends forwardly beyond the bear- 
ing pin 25 and the pivot axis 45 of the coupling lever 27 de- 

20 fined thereby and is connected with its arms 34 at the pivot 
joint 35 to the rear roof part 6, which pivot joint is close 
to the front end of the rear .roof part 6. At its other end, 
the link 34 is connected by a pivot joint 36 to the guide arm 
37 of the operating lever arrangement 17 which guide arm 37 is 

25 pivotally connected to the vehicle body 18 by a pivot joint 
38. The arms 34 and 37 have about the same length and the 
pivot joint 38 of the guide arm 37 is disposed about in the 
center area between the connecting joints 32 and 33 of the op- 
erating arms 28 and 29 to the vehicle body 18. The pivot 

30 joint 38 is disposed about at the same level as the pivotal 
connecting point 32 of the operating arm 28. The level dis- 
placement of the connecting points 32 and 33 of the operating 


arms 28 and 29 corresponds about to the level displacement of 
the connecting points 30 and 31. In the closed position of 
the rear roof part 6, the operating arms 28 and 29 extend from 
their connecting points 32 and 33 first over part of their 
length in the longitudinal vehicle direction and are then an- 
gled upwardly at an obtuse angle of about 120 to 150° which is 
greater for the operating arm 29 than it is for the operating 
arm 28. The arms 34 and 37 are disposed in the closed posi- 
tion of the rear roof part 6 also at an angle of about the 
same size. For the arm 34, which is connected to the rear 
roof part 6 at the pivot joint 35 a stop 39 is provided which, 
in the shown closed position of the rear roof part 6, abuts an 
inclined engagement surface 40 so that, upon biasing the roof 
part 6 by way of the operating levers 17 into the closed posi- 
tion, the stop 39 engages the engagement surface 40 whereby 
the coupling receiver 23 is firmly held in engagement with the 
support pin 24, whereby also the longitudinal position of' the 
rear roof part 6 is secured. 

Upon transferring the rear roof part 6 into the open po- 
sition as shown in Fig. 6, the roof part 6 is first pivoted 
about the support pin 24, which determines the pivot axis 22 
that is stationary relative to the roof frame member 44 since 
the roof part 6 is held with its receiver 23 in engagement 
with the pin 24 as the operating linkage 16 is biased toward 
this engagement position. This can be achieved for example by 
means of a gas spring 4 6 as shown in Figs. 7 and 10, wherein 
the gas compression spring 4 6 is shown supported on the vehi- 
cle body 18 and engaging the operating arm 28 and biasing it 
toward the roof part 16. In accordance therewith the rear 
roof part 6 can be pivoted by way of the operating levers 17 
in opening direction as indicated by the arrow 41 in Fig. 9 
when applying a tensioning load on the operating levers 17. 
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As shown in Fig. 9, the pivot path is limited to the point 
where the rear roof part 6 reaches the coupling lever 27 or a 
stop provided thereon. The position of the stop corresponds 
to a position of the rear vehicle roof 6 and an arrangement 
5 and a position of the operating linkage 16 such that pivoting 
of the operating linkage 16 in the direction of the arrow 42 
results in an essentially linear further displacement of the 
roof part 6 in the direction of the arrow 43. Then, as a re- 
sult, the receiver 23, which is firmly connected to the roof 

10 part 6, moves radially out of engagement with the support pin 
24 so that the roof is no longer pivotally joined to the vehi- 
cle body. Then the roof part 6 moves along a path determined 
by the operating levers 17 and the operating linkage 16. This 
path is defined on one hand by the roof pivot joint 35 of the 

15 operating levers 17 and, on the other hand, the by pivot joint 
of the coupling lever 27 on the roof part 6 via the bearing 
pin 25 with the pivot axis 45. 

For the operation of the operating levers and the roof 
part 6, a hydraulic drive is provided as is shown in Fig. 7 

20 and Fig. 10 in an exemplary manner by a hydraulic operating 
cylinder 47. This is a simple arrangement with the operating 
cylinder 47 being connected between the vehicle body and the 
guide arm 37 of the operating levers 17. Also, the drive de- 
vice for the drive mechanism 15 is very simple since it in- 

25 eludes only an active and a passive drive element, that is, 
the operating cylinder 47 and a gas compression spring 46. 
Also another spring element may be provided and in place of 
the hydraulic operating cylinder 47 a spindle drive or similar 
may be provided. 

30 The transfer of the roof part 6 from an open position as 

shown in Fig. 6 to a closed position as shown in Figs. 2 or 7 
occurs in the opposite way: after engagement of the receiver 
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23 with the support pin 24 the roof part 6 is again pivoted 
about the stationary pivot axis 22 and, upon reaching the 
closed position, is clamped by way of the stop 39 into the 
closed position while the receiver 23 is firmly engaged with 
the support pin 24, 

In principle, the arrangement according to * the invention 
can easily be adapted to various design conditions, particu- 
larly different spatial conditions can be accommodated. Par- 
ticularly the operating linkage may be adapted to a deposition 
of the rear roof part in open position adjacent the rear door. 
With such an arrangement, the roof part 6 may be coupled with 
the rear end of the vehicle (rear door) such that it can be 
removed together with the rear door to provide unrestricted 
access to the loading area of the vehicle. 
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